Box 1 | Extensive variation in genome size within and among the main groups of life
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observed so far in the main groups of living organisms, and are loosely arranged according to common ideas of
complexity to further emphasize the disparity between this parameter and genome size. Some commonly cited extreme
values for amoebae (700,000 Mb) have been omitted, as there is considerable uncertainty about the accuracy of these
measurements and the ploidy level of the species involved'*.



