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- jigure 10-16 Comparison of Blood Flow Rate and Velocity of
Flow in Relation to Total Cross-Sectional Area The blood flow rate (red
curve) is ientical through all levels of the circulatory system and is equal to the
cardiac output (5 liters/min at rest). The velocity of flow (purple curve) varies
throughout the vascular tree and is inversely proportional to the total cross-sec-
tional area (green curve) of all the vessels at a given level. Note that the velocity of
flow is slowest in the capillaries, which have the largest total cross-sectional area.




